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Jan Cheung is a quiet young 
man, quiet and unassumi ng. 
And profound. He was the viol in 
soloist last weekend for the Pro
metheus Symphony concert. 

Let 's set the scene as if it were 
a baseball game. Ian is dressed in 
a jacket and a tie as he approaches 
home plate. He doesn't take any 
practice swings. The pitcher 
winds up and Ian hits a long one 
to the deepest reaches of center
field. The announcer screams: 
"home run!" Ian rounds the bases 
and takes a bow when he reaches 
home plate. The announcer says, 
"We've never seen such calmness 
in any player." 

unchained 
That was the scene last week

end. Ian Cheung's vehicle was the 
First Violin Concerto by Prokof
iev. I have never seen a soloist 
so calmly composed. He walked 
to his position in the midst of 
the Orchestra, and then, without 
any warm-up, proceeded with an 
interpretation offhis unique vio
lin concerto that was masterful. 

Prokofiev's First Violin Con
certo breaks am the rules. It 
begins and ends quietly and 
magically. Only in the second 
movement is there a display of 
virtuosity. That Ian Cheung was 
up to every challenge is putting it 
mildly. The audience responded 
enthusiastically. Oh, how I wish 
he had given us a solo encore. 

l spoke with Cheung during 
the intermission. It was almost 
as ifhe had done nothing, but his 
virtuosity remained in my mem
ory. He made it look so easy. 

After intermission, the con
ductor Eric Hansen, was his usual 
engaging self. Not only is he an 
outstanding conductor, he is an 
inspiration to all of his musicians. 
They responded with a subtle 
interpretation of Debussy's "la 
plus que lente" and then fini shed 
the concert with a virtuoso rendi
tion of Kodaly's suite from Hary 
Janos. 

Once again I wish there had 
been an encore. Perhaps Ian 
Cheung will bring some of his 
colleagues from the San Fran
cisco Symphony Youth Orches
tra and play for us in the Pied
mont Center for the Arts. He is 
an experienced concertmaster 
of orchestras and is. co-concert
master of the San Francisco Sym
phony Youth Orchestra. Anytime 
I see Eric Hansen in action is an 
inspiration and pleasure. 

Prometheus had the fire from 
the gods in his hands and deliv
ered "big time". 


